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This year the Selectmen dedicate the Town report to Vincent ‘Buddy” McDow. 
Buddy represents the spirit of volunteerism that helps make our town a better 
place in which to live. Buddy first came to Grafton in the summer of 1972 with his 
wife Mary. Together they raised two children. For decades Buddy owned and 
operated McDow’s junkyard on Sargent Hill Rd.

After moving to town Buddy wasted no time in becoming involved with his 
adopted community of Grafton, New Hampshire. In 1973 he became a member 
the Grafton Volunteer Fire Department. For all the years since he has served the 
Fire Department with distinction.

Buddy joined the Fire Department as a member, was promoted to Deputy Fire 
Chief and later to Fire Chief. During his time as Chief, McDow was recognized for 
his actions during a house fire by the New Hampshire Fire Service Committee of 
Merit.  The Class 3 Medal of Honor was awarded to Buddy for a heroic action in the
line of duty that saved the lives of two children.

It has been more than twenty years since Buddy’s term as Fire Chief ended but his
service to the Fire Department continues. When the tones are sounded for a fire 
these days the Fire Department can count on  Buddy to show up with willing 
hands to help like he has for the past 48 years.

Thank you for all you do for Grafton, Vincent Buddy McDow!
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Account Purpose
Prior Year 

Adopted Budget
Reductions or 

Increases
One-Time

Appropriations Default Budget

General Government

0000-0000 Collective Bargaining $0 $0 $0 $0

4130-4139 Executive $58,658 $0 $0 $58,658

4140-4149 Election, Registration, and Vital Statistics $45,997 $0 $0 $45,997

4150-4151 Financial Administration $43,754 $0 $0 $43,754

4152 Revaluation of Property $56,204 ($37,867) $0 $18,337

4153 Legal Expense $25,000 $0 $0 $25,000

4155-4159 Personnel Administration $29,000 $0 $0 $29,000

4191-4193 Planning and Zoning $300 $0 $0 $300

4194 General Government Buildings $42,430 $0 $0 $42,430

4195 Cemeteries $7,900 $0 $0 $7,900

4196 Insurance $98,290 $12,353 $0 $110,643

4197 Advertising and Regional Association $1,400 $0 $0 $1,400

4199 Other General Government $2,000 $0 $0 $2,000

General Government Subtotal $410,933 ($25,514) $0 $385,419

Public Safety

4210-4214 Police $198,000 $0 $0 $198,000

4215-4219 Ambulance $26,000 $0 $0 $26,000

4220-4229 Fire $26,000 $0 $0 $26,000

4240-4249 Building Inspection $0 $0 $0 $0

4290-4298 Emergency Management $200 $0 $0 $200

4299 Other (Including Communications) $1,000 $0 $0 $1,000

Public Safety Subtotal $251,200 $0 $0 $251,200

Airport/Aviation Center

4301-4309 Airport Operations $0 $0 $0 $0

Airport/Aviation Center Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Highways and Streets

4311 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0

4312 Highways and Streets $388,289 $0 $0 $388,289

4313 Bridges $0 $0 $0 $0

4316 Street Lighting $2,900 $0 $0 $2,900

4319 Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Highways and Streets Subtotal $391,189 $0 $0 $391,189
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Account Purpose
Prior Year 

Adopted Budget
Reductions or 

Increases
One-Time

Appropriations Default Budget

Sanitation

4321 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0

4323 Solid Waste Collection $91,325 $0 $0 $91,325

4324 Solid Waste Disposal $0 $0 $0 $0

4325 Solid Waste Cleanup $0 $0 $0 $0

4326-4328 Sewage Collection and Disposal $0 $0 $0 $0

4329 Other Sanitation $0 $0 $0 $0

Sanitation Subtotal $91,325 $0 $0 $91,325

Water Distribution and Treatment

4331 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0

4332 Water Services $0 $0 $0 $0

4335-4339 Water Treatment, Conservation and Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Water Distribution and Treatment Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Electric

4351-4352 Administration and Generation $0 $0 $0 $0

4353 Purchase Costs $0 $0 $0 $0

4354 Electric Equipment Maintenance $0 $0 $0 $0

4359 Other Electric Costs $0 $0 $0 $0

Electric Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Health

4411 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0

4414 Pest Control $0 $0 $0 $0

4415-4419 Health Agencies, Hospitals, and Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Health Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Welfare

4441-4442 Administration and Direct Assistance $15,000 $0 $0 $15,000

4444 Intergovernmental Welfare Payments $0 $0 $0 $0

4445-4449 Vendor Payments and Other $0 $0 $0 $0

Welfare Subtotal $15,000 $0 $0 $15,000

Culture and Recreation

4520-4529 Parks and Recreation $3,450 $0 $0 $3,450

4550-4559 Library $17,374 $0 $0 $17,374

4583 Patriotic Purposes $300 $0 $0 $300

4589 Other Culture and Recreation $500 $0 $0 $500

Culture and Recreation Subtotal $21,624 $0 $0 $21,624
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Account Purpose
Prior Year 

Adopted Budget
Reductions or 

Increases
One-Time

Appropriations Default Budget

Conservation and Development

4611-4612 Administration and Purchasing of Natural Resources $0 $0 $0 $0

4619 Other Conservation $0 $0 $0 $0

4631-4632 Redevelopment and Housing $0 $0 $0 $0

4651-4659 Economic Development $0 $0 $0 $0

Conservation and Development Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Debt Service

4711 Long Term Bonds and Notes - Principal $0 $0 $0 $0

4721 Long Term Bonds and Notes - Interest $0 $0 $0 $0

4723 Tax Anticipation Notes - Interest $4,000 $0 $0 $4,000

4790-4799 Other Debt Service $0 $0 $0 $0

Debt Service Subtotal $4,000 $0 $0 $4,000

Capital Outlay

4901 Land $0 $0 $0 $0

4902 Machinery, Vehicles, and Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0

4903 Buildings $0 $0 $0 $0

4909 Improvements Other than Buildings $0 $0 $0 $0

Capital Outlay Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Operating Transfers Out

4912 To Special Revenue Fund $0 $0 $0 $0

4913 To Capital Projects Fund $0 $0 $0 $0

4914A To Proprietary Fund - Airport $0 $0 $0 $0

4914E To Proprietary Fund - Electric $0 $0 $0 $0

4914O To Proprietary Fund - Other $0 $0 $0 $0

4914S To Proprietary Fund - Sewer $0 $0 $0 $0

4914W To Proprietary Fund - Water $0 $0 $0 $0

4915 To Capital Reserve Fund $0 $0 $0 $0

4916 To Expendable Trusts/Fiduciary Funds $0 $0 $0 $0

4917 To Health Maintenance Trust Funds $0 $0 $0 $0

4918 To Non-Expendable Trust Funds $0 $0 $0 $0

4919 To Fiduciary Funds $0 $0 $0 $0

Operating Transfers Out Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0

Total Operating Budget Appropriations $1,185,271 ($25,514) $0 $1,159,757
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Account Explanation

4196 Increase in Insurance Rates/Contractual Obligation

4152 Decrease in Contractual Obligation
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Selectmen’s Report 

Another year has come and gone in our town. It has been as busy as usual but with an 
unexpected twist. The arrival of the�COVID pandemic changed our everyday lives.� Out 
of caution, the annual Independence Day celebration was cancelled. Plans for a 
revived old home day celebration were put on hold for another year. Social distancing 
became the norm. Many of us curtailed everything from vacations to shopping trips to 
avoid exposure to the virus.

�

In spite of these setbacks the town carried on through the year as best we could. We 
are optimistic and looking ahead to 2021. We are hopeful that things will return to 
normal.

�

Financially the Town of Grafton finished the past year in good shape. The budget was 
underspent by 7.7%, resulting in a surplus of $91,284.45.  These funds become a part 
of the unreserved fund balance, which can be used to offset future taxes. The overall 
new budget is 2% lower than last year.

�

The cyclical statistical revaluation was completed by our assessing company Avitar.  
The update was accepted by the NH Department of Revenue as fair and accurate. The 
painful increase we saw in our property values are data driven by recent sales on 
properties in the town. This increase was offset in part by our reduced overall tax rate. 
The Town had done its part by reducing the Town portion of the tax rate by 29%.

�

In this year’s Warrant, Article 14 seeks to re-establish the Property Tax Revaluation 
Capital Reserve Fund and appropriate $10,000 to this fund. This advance planning will 
spread the cost of the revaluation over five years to prevent an unexpected hike in the 
Towns tax rate every 5th year.�

�

In 2020 a new set of steps with a roof were constructed at the town hall. This has 
improved the access to the building from the parking area and enhanced the overall 
appearance.� Much more work on the building remains to be done. The sills, floor, 
ceiling and outdated kitchen need to be addressed. Article 11 seeks to add�$10,000 to 
the Town Hall Capital Reserve Fund for these projects.�

�

Some items of interest on this year’s warrant include a few articles concerning the road 
department.  Article 3 seeks to raise and appropriate $114,672 for the purchase of a 
fully equipped 2.5ton truck. Most of the funds would be withdrawn from the Capital 
Reserve Fund with the balance of $10,000 coming from taxation. This truck would be a 
replacement for one of the six-wheel vehicles.  In addition, the warrant seeks to 
appropriate funds for ledge pack gravel and paving of town roads.

�

There are several other articles in this year’s warrant concerning raising funds for 
Capital Reserve Funds. These funds help the town plan for the future.
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They are as follows:

�

$15,000 Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund

$25,000 Highway department Capital Reserve Fund�

$20,000Bridge Capital Reserve Fund�

$10,000 Recycle Capital Reserve Fund�

$  9,000 New Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund

�

It should be noted that Article 9, which seeks to appropriate $50,000 to the Ambulance 
Capital Reserve Fund will have no impact on taxation. This will be funded by the 
Ambulance Revolving account.

�

Article 17 seeks to expand the Veteran’s credit to include all veterans who have an 
honorable discharge from the United States armed forces who has served not less than 
90 days. Article 18 seeks to raise the amount of property value that is exempted for the 
elderly�who qualify.�

�

Some of the other articles include changing the Road Agent’s position from an elected 
position to an appointed one.� By changing this position to an appointed one, rather 
than elected, it allows the Town of Grafton to hire an accomplished candidate from any 
town, rather than within the town of Grafton.  It also gives the Selectmen more 
authority over the hiring or dismissal process, along with more oversight. 


Article 10 seeks to  increase the selectmen’s stipend from $2,000 to $2,500. This would 
be the first increase in 30+ years.  Article 20 seeks to add an additional member to the 
budget committee as this would give the budget committee a 5th tie breaking member.


On another note, we would like to take this opportunity to recognize the many folks 
who volunteer their time.  The Greek philosopher Aristotle said “What is the essence of 
life? To serve others and to do good.” Volunteers are an essential part of our 
community and do much to improve the quality of life for our town. The toil of those 
who contribute benefit all those who live, work or recreate in Grafton. The well being of 
our community rests on those willing to contribute their part when they can. On behalf 
of the Town, the board thanks you.�
�

Information regarding the Town can be found at our website�townofgraftonnh.com. The 
selectmen encourage participation of all Town activities. We are here to help those who 
we serve as Town officials. Our office is open daily Monday through Friday.

The selectmen meet the first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm and the third Tuesday of 
the month at 9:00 am. Both meetings are held at the Town Hall. The board welcomes 
the public.� We look forward to seeing you there.


Respectfully Submitted,


Steve Darrow (Chairman), Jennie Joyce, Cindy Kudlik
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Grafton, NH
Congratulations for being such active recyclers!

Below please find information on the positive impact your recycling has had on our environment.

The recyclable materials listed below were sent to market to be remanufactured into new products
through your non profit recycling organization, the Northeast Resource Recovery Association.

Recyclable
Material

Amount Recycled
In 2020

Environmental Impact!
Here is only one benefit of recycling materials rather than

manufacturing products from virgin resources

Electronics 4,912 lbs.
Conserved enough energy to power 0.6 houses for one

year!

Paper 51 tons Saved 876 trees!

Plastics 26,820 lbs. Conserved 20,115 gallons of gasoline!

Tires
10.3 tons Conserved 6.8 barrels of oil!

Avoided Emissions:
Recycling uses much less energy than making products from virgin resources, and using less energy means fewer

greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere.

By recycling the materials above, you have avoided about 195 tons of carbon dioxide emissions
This is the equivalent of removing 42 passenger cars from the road for an entire year.
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Assessor

Mark Stetson (Avitar)

Municipal Officials

Name Position Signature

Stephen Darrow Selectboard Chair

Jennie Joyce Selectboard

Cindy Kudlik Selectboard

Preparer

Name Phone Email

Mark Stetson 798-4419 mark@avitarassociates.com

Preparer's Signature

Grafton
Summary Inventory of Valuation

Reports Required: RSA 21-J:34 as amended, provides for certification of valuations, appropriations, estimated 
revenues and such other information as the Department of Revenue Administration may require upon reports 
prescribed for that purpose.

Note: The values and figures provided represent the detailed values that are used in the city/towns tax 
assessments and sworn to uphold under Oath per RSA 75:7.

For assistance please contact:
NH DRA Municipal and Property Division

(603) 230-5090
http://www.revenue.nh.gov/mun-prop/

108600 Grafton 2020 MS-1 1/25/2021 3:58:57 PM Page 1 of 6

New Hampshire
Department of

Revenue Administration

2020
MS-1
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Land Value Only Acres Valuation
1A Current Use RSA 79-A 20,095.03 $1,457,209
1B Conservation Restriction Assessment RSA 79-B 0.00 $0
1C Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C 0.00 $0
1D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 0.05 $0
1E Taxation of Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0.00 $0
1F Residential Land 5,784.65 $62,018,900
1G Commercial/Industrial Land 124.74 $540,700
1H Total of Taxable Land 26,004.47 $64,016,809
1I Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Land 268.64 $1,973,500

Buildings Value Only Structures Valuation
2A Residential 0 $68,023,350
2B Manufactured Housing RSA 674:31 0 $4,659,400
2C Commercial/Industrial 0 $1,221,600
2D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 1 $10,850
2E Taxation of Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0 $0
2F Total of Taxable Buildings 0 $73,915,200
2G Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Buildings 0 $2,948,500

Utilities & Timber Valuation
3A Utilities $3,432,900
3B Other Utilities $0
4 Mature Wood and Timber RSA 79:5 $0

5 Valuation before Exemption $141,364,909

Exemptions Total Granted Valuation
6 Certain Disabled Veterans RSA 72:36-a 0 $0
7 Improvements to Assist the Deaf RSA 72:38-b V 0 $0
8 Improvements to Assist Persons with Disabilities RSA 72:37-a 0 $0
9 School Dining/Dormitory/Kitchen Exemption RSA 72:23-IV 0 $0
10A Non-Utility Water & Air Pollution Control Exemption RSA 72:12-

a
0 $0

10B Utility Water & Air Polution Control Exemption RSA 72:12-a 0 $0

11 Modified Assessed Value of All Properties $141,364,909

Optional Exemptions Amount Per Total
Granted

Valuation
12 Blind Exemption RSA 72:37 $15,000 0 $0
13 Elderly Exemption RSA 72:39-a,b $0 7 $130,000
14 Deaf Exemption RSA 72:38-b $0 0 $0
15 Disabled Exemption RSA 72:37-b $10,000 6 $60,000
16 Wood Heating Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:70 $0 0 $0
17 Solar Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:62 $0 12 $107,250
18 Wind Powered Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:66 $0 0 $0
19 Additional School Dining/Dorm/Kitchen Exemptions RSA 72:23 

IV
$0 0 $0

19A Electric Energy Storage Systems RSA 72:85 $0 0 $0

20 Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions $297,250
21A Net Valuation $141,067,659
21B Less TIF Retained Value $0
21C Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $141,067,659
21D Less Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $0
21E Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value and Comm/Ind Construction 

Exemption
$141,067,659

22 Less Utilities $3,432,900
23A Net Valuation without Utilities $137,634,759
23B Net Valuation without Utilities, Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $137,634,759
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Utility Value Appraiser
Avitar

The municipality DOES NOT use DRA utility values. The municipality IS NOT equalized by the ratio.

Electric Company Name Distr. Distr. (Other) Gen. Trans. Valuation
LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE 
ELECTRIC) CORP $54,700 $0 $0 $0 $54,700

NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOP $2,051,600 $0 $0 $0 $2,051,600

PSNH DBA EVERSOURCE ENERGY $1,326,600 $0 $0 $0 $1,326,600

$3,432,900 $0 $0 $0 $3,432,900
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Veteran's Tax Credits Limits Number Est. Tax Credits
Veterans' Tax CreditRSA 72:28 $500 62 $31,000
Surviving Spouse RSA 72:29-a $700 0 $0
Tax Credit for Service-Connected Total DisabilityRSA 72:35 $2,000 8 $16,000
All Veterans Tax CreditRSA 72:28-b $0 0 $0
Combat Service Tax Credit RSA 72:28-c $0 0 $0

70 $47,000

Has the municipality adopted Community Tax Relief Incentive? (RSA 79-E)
Granted/Adopted? No Structures:

Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Certain Chartered Public School Facilities? (RSA 79-H)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:

Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Qualifying Historic Buildings? (RSA 79-G)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:

Has the municipality adopted the optional commercial and industrial construction exemption? (RSA 72:76-78 or RSA 
72:80-83)

Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Percent of assessed value attributable to new construction to be exempted:

Total Exemption Granted:

Has the municipality granted any credits under the low-income housing tax credit tax program? (RSA 75:1-a)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:

Assessed value prior to effective date of RSA 75:1-a:
Current Assessed Value:

Deaf & Disabled Exemption Report

Deaf Income Limits
Single $0
Married $0

Deaf Asset Limits
Single $0
Married $0

Disabled Income Limits
Single $20,000
Married $27,000

Disabled Asset Limits
Single $40,000
Married $50,000

Elderly Exemption Report

First-time Filers Granted Elderly 
Exemption for the Current Tax Year

Age Number
65-74 1
75-79 0
80+ 0

Total Number of Individuals Granted Elderly Exemptions for the Current Tax 
Year and Total Number of Exemptions Granted

Age Number Amount Maximum Total
65-74 4 $15,000 $60,000 $60,000
75-79 1 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000
80+ 2 $25,000 $50,000 $50,000

7 $130,000 $130,000

Income Limits
Single $25,000
Married $36,000

Asset Limits
Single $40,000
Married $50,000
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Current Use RSA 79-A Total Acres Valuation
Farm Land 560.78 $212,938
Forest Land 13,106.63 $985,137
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 5,531.54 $239,275
Unproductive Land 720.85 $16,113
Wet Land 175.23 $3,746

20,095.03 $1,457,209

Other Current Use Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 3,513.96
Total Number of Acres Removed from Current Use During Current Tax Year Acres: 0.00
Total Number of Owners in Current Use Owners: 256
Total Number of Parcels in Current Use Parcels: 442

Land Use Change Tax
Gross Monies Received for Calendar Year $8,900
Conservation Allocation Percentage: 0.00% Dollar Amount: $0
Monies to Conservation Fund $0
Monies to General Fund $8,900

Conservation Restriction Assessment Report RSA 79-B Acres Valuation
Farm Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 0.00 $0
Unproductive Land 0.00 $0
Wet Land 0.00 $0

0.00 $0

Other Conservation Restriction Assessment Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 0.00
Total Number of Acres Removed from Conservation Restriction During Current Tax Year Acres: 0.00
Owners in Conservation Restriction Owners: 0
Parcels in Conservation Restriction Parcels: 0
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Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C Acres Owners Assessed Valuation
0.00 0 $0

Taxation of Farm Structures and Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F
Number Granted Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation

0 0 0.00 $0 $0

Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D
Owners Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation

1 1 0.05 $0 $10,850

Map Lot Block % Description
000016 001206 000000 50 79-D HISTORIC BARN

Tax Increment Financing District Date Original Unretained Retained Current
This municipality has no TIF districts.

Revenues Received from Payments in Lieu of Tax Revenue Acres
State and Federal Forest Land, Recreational and/or land from MS-434, account 3356 and 3357 $0.00 0.00
White Mountain National Forest only, account 3186 $0.00 0.00

Payments in Lieu of Tax from Renewable Generation Facilities (RSA 72:74) Amount
This municipality has not adopted RSA 72:74 or has no applicable PILT sources.

Other Sources of Payments in Lieu of Taxes (MS-434 Account 3186) Amount
This municipality has no additional sources of PILTs.

Notes
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